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Reading tests

Decoding

Karnes Buncombe Phonics

•list of 85 phonetically regular words 

• arranged in 3 columns

• increasing in difficulty

•teacher records errors phonetically

•not penalized for guessing;

raw score = number correct
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Gates MacGinitie

Vocabulary (standardized)

•timed – 35 minutes

•given silently- measures voc.

•read aloud – can measure decoding

•not penalized for guessing;

•raw score = number correct
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Reading Comprehension

Gates MacGinitie Reading 

Comprehension (standardized)

•timed – 45 minutes

•given silently

•short passages and questions measuring 

comprehension

•read aloud – can measure fluency

•not penalized for guessing; 

raw score = number correct
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WRAT Reading ( standardized)

• list of non-phonetic words

• arranged in rows

• increasing in difficulty

• teacher records how it is read

• stop when a student misses 10 
consecutively

• not penalized for guessing; raw score = 
number correct
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Math
WRAT MATH (standardized)

•timed – 15 minutes

•mixed format of vertical and horizontal problems

•mixed computational skills increasing in difficulty 

from addition facts through algebraic equations

•1 or 2 problems per skill

•do as many as you can

•not penalized for guessing; raw score = number 

correct
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Spelling

Morrison McCall Spelling

•dictation of phonetic words to spell

•gives a grade level score

•stop after missing 8 consecutively

•not penalized for guessing; raw score = 

number correct
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•dictation of mix of phonetic and non-phonetic 

words

•stop after 10 consecutive errors

•Not penalized for guessing;raw score = 

number correct
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Writing

Writing Sample

•topic choices are given

•analyzed for errors with a skills guide sheet

•errors prioritized according to plan for remediation
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