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Six Syllable Types
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Closed Syllable

• 1 vowel followed by at least 1 consonant

• Short vowel sound

• Coded with a breve

V C V C C V C C C

C V C the vowel is closed in by a 
consonant
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Open Syllable

• 1 vowel alone or preceded by a consonant

• Long vowel sound

• Coded with a macron  

V C V C C V

C C C V
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Silent e Syllables

• Vowel – consonant – e 

• E controls the sound of the first vowel

• First vowel is long

• E is silent

V C e C V C e
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Consonant – l e  Syllable
• At the end of a polysyllabic word

• Last syllable ends in – l e

• Never accented

• E is not sounded

• Count back 3; look for a consonant – le

• Divide with a [

h u m b l e              c a b l e

123 123

[[
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Vowel – r  Syllable
• a r         er ir ur or

Vowel followed by 1 r        V r

C a r p e t
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Bossy  r   Story
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Vowel Team Syllables

• 2 vowels paired together giving 1 sound

• Regular Vowel Teams - ai first vowel 

long second vowel silent

V V

Irregular Vowel Teams - short vowel sound 

or first vowel silent and second vowel long

V V

Vowel Digraphs or diphthongs - oi, oy

V V
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