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One of my favorite grade school memories includes the Greek and Roman studies I did in the sixth grade at Emma Morgan Elementary School in Paducah, Kentucky.  I won’t tell you how long ago that was….  What I do remember most fondly is the teacher having the students make three large murals using pastel chalks.  I remember how happy I was when I was allowed to take one of three murals home.  I hung it over my bed and I dreamed many times about actually traveling to Italy and Greece.  (I especially wanted to see the Athens caryatids using their heads to hold up a building and the city of Pompeii).

As I was thinking about presenting my unit, I tried to remember the school librarians that I had had.  I drew a blank.  I remembered going quietly into the library checking out a book and returning to the classroom.  So with great anticipation, when I learned I could choose the unit of instruction I wanted, I choose Greece.  

My typical response as a librarian in helping assist a teacher in preparing for a unit is to place books on reserve, locate videos, and more recently, locate appropriate websites.  For this unit, I met with Mrs. Tumbleston, the sixth grade social studies teacher, and we looked over the unit outline.  Having taught the unit many times to her students with learning disabilities, there were successful activities that she wanted to continue to use:  a Greek food festival, an Olympic Game and a report on Greek gods.  I suggested that we add a computer based exercise.  I had previously located a website that I thought could be used with the students for a basic fact finding search, the CIA Fact Book.  With the small classes of 6-7 students this would be manageable in our library computer lab.  Mrs. Tumbleston suggested that I do an introduction to the unit with my personal photo collection from traveling to Greece.  I would also use a special book that I purchased in Greece that provides a before and after overlay of the Greek ruins.  I suggested that with the arrival of spring, this could be done informally outside. In addition to what she had done previously, I suggested that we include Greek music at the food fest, which I located on the Internet, and that I prepare a menu to be given to the students, along with recipes for the Greek dishes.  I also volunteered to assist in the Greek Olympics.  
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The first part of my collaboration was in presenting the photos and overlays.  This was an informal meeting with the students under a shade tree on the school playground.  While photos were being passed around, I let the students lead the direction of the discussion.  Again, with the small number of students, this was a manageable interchange of information.  I wanted the students to see the different terrain, the way food was delivered to the Greek islands, and talk about the old and new Greece.  This was a short session of approximately 10-15 minutes.  

The students then came to the library lab.  I had linked the CIA Fact Book to my Internet links site on our library webpage.  This reduced the amount of time six students would need to locate the website.  An important benefit of this activity was in providing the students a resource that would be available to them whenever they needed it.  It also gave me the first opportunity to explain how the Internet resource page on the library website I had set up could be used.  The students went through the questions and inserted the answers on the sheet that was provided to them.  As they finished the questions, they were then directed to the Odyssey website where they were allowed to explore at their own pace.  This allowed students who finished earlier than others to continue with exploring Greece and the other areas that would be covered in the classroom with Mrs. Tumbleston.


I enjoyed working with Mrs. Tumbleston and her students on the Greece unit, and hopefully, I will be asked to collaborate on more projects in the future.
Textbook:

Harcourt Brace Social Studies – Ancient Civilizations. Orlando: Harcourt Brace. 2002.
Photos of visit to Greece 2001.

Ancient Greece: the famous Monuments, Past and Present.  Athens, Greece: Muse Publishers. 1997.
Websites:  CIA FactBook:  www. Odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook

Odyssey:  www.carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/GREECE/
