"The United States As Seen Through the Eyes of a Seahawk."
http://marysilgals.tripod.com/50states/
Rough Draft
Project One: Producing a Video Documentary 

The first project of this teaching unit consists of the production of a video documentary of our classes by grade levels to be posted on our web site.

By writing and filming the documentary, students will develop skills in speaking and listening, writing and composing as well as in creative thinking. In addition, the students will expand their abilities to communicate and cooperate in small groups. Seeing their thoughts actually recorded on videotape will enhance the students’ self-esteem. 

Our students using video equipment will need supervision and guidance as they develop independence. The stated purpose of the project, skeleton plot, and exploration questions will be the main pro-organizational components that the teacher will bring into the class discussion. In addition, the media specialist will need to introduce the class to various camera techniques and assist the students filming. Older students may be asked to assist in editing and videotaping. 

Stated Purpose of the Video Project:
1. To introduce ourselves to our sister schools. 

2. To describe the daily life of each class in a Trident Academy classroom. 

Basic Plot: 

The documentary will open by showing the students arriving at the gymnasium door of the school and sitting in their assigned places. The following scenes will depict students in each classroom.  The teacher will be introduced by name, and the students will be introduced by name, age, and special characteristics. Then, the documentary will present scenes from a typical school day. These scenes will be accompanied by students' comments. The production will close with a shot of the students holding up signs with written messages of farewell.

Discussion Questions:
The following discussion questions should help the students to determine what they wish to include in each scene of the documentary. After discussing these questions, the students could develop story boards to assist the production crews in filming the various scenes. See the attached storyboard.
Story boards tell the film plot with pencil sketches of the scenes, instructions for the camera crew, and written dialogues for the actors. Students may find it difficult to produce these complex manuals in the early grades. Possibly, small-group or teacher-directed activities will facilitate the concept. The teacher-generated discussion questions will address the following topics:

1. Who should be filmed in the opening scenes? 

2. Should any special school personnel (e.g. principal, office staff, custodians, etc.) be introduced while the students are walking to the classroom? 

3. How should each student be introduced? 

4. What special characteristics of themselves would the actors of the first scenes like to share with the audience? 

5. What activities should be filmed? Should we film class sessions on all subject areas or should we just film scenes from our own classroom and from some special activities? 

6. Should we present the information in the form of a story (e.g., a new student is introduced to classroom routines) or just in the form of several loosely connected scenes? 

7. What should we say? 

8. How can we show the concept of time passing? 

9. What should we film out of doors? 

10. Should we try to sing a special song or show a special game? 

11. Should we refer to the other classes in the school? 

Community Involvement:
The video project offers various opportunities for interactions between the students and the community. Field trips should be videotaped with the film edited and posted on our web site to share with our sister schools. The media specialist may make copies of the videos to show to prospective families and to create a final media presentation at the end of the year.
Project Two: Learning about our states
The second project of this teaching unit on the states will be disbursed throughout the school year. In this project, students will learn about various aspects of life in different states and schools. In addition, the students will produce materials to exchange with our sister schools in the different states. The project will draw upon various community resources to expand the classroom curriculum to include information on the states. The following resources could be utilized in classroom activities designed to foster in the students a greater understanding and appreciation of the different states:

1. A wall map locating the different schools’ locations upon it. 

2. State flags to be made to display in the multipurpose room.
3. Films, kits, and books relating to the different states displayed in the library.  

4. Travel brochures from SC/collection of other state travel brochures.

5. Bulletin boards with sister schools’ communications displayed on them.

Throughout the school year, students will participate in a variety of special activities that will be centered on other states customs and activities. Students should read the newspaper for news from the different states (USA Today has a daily listing). Students can read stories based upon each state or regions. A bibliography will be created by the media specialist of the books the library has in it.
A second component of this project would consist of producing various items to be sent to our sister schools either through the postal service or via email or website. To develop the students' pride in his/her own work, a box could be set up and labeled, "Our Best Work." As the school year progresses, students could fill the container with samples of their assignments and projects. These items could be sent to our sister schools or attached to our web site. 

Project Three: Applying Computer Skills
The third project of the learning unit on the states will focus on the computer as a communication tool and as a medium for learning. Students will apply their word processing skills when writing narratives to be sent to be sent to the schools or attached to our web site. Possibly, in addition, the students will produce a newsletter that will be distributed throughout the school and to the schools. (Or this could be the newsletter produced by the lower school coordinator).
The students will use word processors to send letters to their school pen pals via the Seahawk’s  email. After the students have developed relationships with their pen pals, they will start to exchange information about specific topics, such as my family, my town, things I like to eat, slang words, and hobbies and games.

The third graders will be encouraged to draw upon their experiences with their pen pals to evaluate differences amongst the states. The students will observe these differences as they compare the information they obtain from encyclopedias, textbooks, films, etc. with the information they acquire through their interactions with their peers in other schools.

Through these activities, the students will improve their reading and writing skills. In addition, they will learn how to write and respond to personal letters and how to write clearly and precisely about a specific topic.

Topics to add to:

Information on the state capital

Information on entertainment/touristy/state parks, etc.

Information on the school: enrollment, diversity, special events, etc.
Information on the community

Curriculum adapted from:

http://www.ankn.uaf.edu/curriculum/CXCS/Lessons1/Pacific.html
