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Suggestions for

African American History Month 

Theme: The Quest for Black Citizenship in the Americas
	Web Lesson and Information Sites for 

African American History Month

	Site
	Focused Grade/ Subject Bands
	Description
	Web Address

	SC SDE African American History Page
	All Grades/All Subjects
	Chanda Robinson, Education Associate, maintains this page on African American History to provide resources for SC teachers.
	http://ed.sc.gov/agency/Standards-and-Learning/Academic-Standards/old/cso/african_american_history/afamhist.html 

	AfricanAmericanHistory.com
	All Grades/All Subjects
	AfricanAmericans.com has over 750 web pages on the African American community. We cover many topics: black history, the civil rights movement, slavery, African American art, to black gospel music. 
	http://www.africanamericans.com/index.htm 

	Black History Month Net
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This is an all inclusive site that provides information and links on a wide variety of African American subjects. 
	http://www.black-history-month.net/ 

	Association for the Study of African American Life & History
	All Grades/All Subjects
	The mission of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH) is to promote research, preserve, interpret and disseminate information about Black life, history and culture to the global community.
	http://www.asalh.org/index.html

	Education World
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This lesson contains scavenger hunts for students in 4th through 12th grade. *
	http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson052.shtml 

	Family Education Network 
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This site has lesson activities, quizzes, worksheets, etc. for all disciplines and grade levels to celebrate African American History Month. *
	http://www.teachervision.fen.com/lesson-plans/lesson-6602.phtml 

	The Lessons Plans Page
	All Grades/Social Studies
	This site contains lesson links for all disciplines and grade levels, but the more seem to be in the social studies field. *
	http://www.lessonplanspage.com/BlackHistoryMonth.htm 

	Marco Polo
	All Grades/All Subjects
	MarcoPolo features some great lessons that can help teachers explore the meaning and significance of Black History Month this February. *
	http://www.marcopolo-education.org/MarcoGrams/1-25-01.html 

	Black History Hotlist
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This is a portal site with listing of sites for African American history on the Web.
	http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/BHM/bh_hotlist.html 

	The Internet African American History Challenge
	All Grades/All Subjects
	The Internet African American History Challenge is an interactive quiz that helps you sharpen your knowledge of African American History.
	http://www.brightmoments.com/blackhistory/ 

	Beyond Black History Month 
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This portal site contains reference sites with primary sources for all grades and disciplines, as well as lessons and sites for students.
	http://www.creativefolk.com/toolkit/home.html 

	The African American Mosaic
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This site is a Library of Congress site for studying the African American experience.
	http://lcweb.loc.gov/exhibits/african/intro.html 

	AA Kulture Zone
	All Grades/Social Studies & ELA
	Students will click on a letter to learn more about a specific person, event, or activity important in Black History. 
	http://www.aakulturezone.com/kidz/index.html

	The Black History Calendar
	All Grades/All Subjects
	What happened this month in African American history and heritage? Find out here, with several links to many of the entries.
	http://www.theblackmarket.com/dates.htm

	Slavery in America – PBS
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This PBS site supports their new documentary and is general site that provides information, interactive sites, programming, etc. *
	http://www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery/index.html 

	African American World – PBS
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This site is general site that provides information, interactive sites, programming, etc. *
	http://www.pbs.org/wnet/aaworld/ 

	HistoryMakers
	All Grades/All Subjects
	The initial goal of The HistoryMakers is to complete 5,000 interviews of both well-known and unsung African American HistoryMakers within the next five years, creating an archive of unparalleled importance and exposing the archival collection to the widest audience possible.
	http://thehistorymakers.com/ 

	The History Channel
	All Grades/Social Studies
	The History Channel provides biographies of over 70 African Americans. You can also buy their video biographies of some of the leaders.
	http://www.historychannel.com/exhibits/blackhist/main.html 

	The History Channel
	All Grades/Social Studies 
	This site on The History Channel provides lesson guides to the programs that will be played during the Black History Month.
	http://www.historychannel.com/classroom/guides/bhm_sguides.html 

	National Civil Rights Museum
	All Grades/Social Studies
	This site provides information on the Civil Rights Movement and its impact and influence on the human rights movement worldwide.
	http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/ 

	Encyclopedia Britannica Guide to Black History
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This site provides articles, audio, video, etc. on the important aspects of African American history.
	http://search.eb.com/blackhistory/ 

	TIME for Kids – Black History Month
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This lesson contains a wide range of material that only TIME magazine could provide.
	http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/specials/articles/0,6709,97217,00.html

	African American
History & Heritage Site
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This site is an expansive portal for sites that focus on African American Studies. 
	http://www.creativefolk.com/blackhistory/blackhistory.html 

	Images of African Americans from the 19th Century
	All Grades/Social Studies 
	The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture of The New York Public Library provides this selection of images of 19th-century African Americans divided by time periods and genres.
	http://digital.nypl.org/schomburg/images_aa19 

	Juneteenth
	All Grades/All Subjects
	Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration of the ending of slavery. This web site provides historical data and current data on the celebration of Juneteenth. *
	http://www.juneteenth.com/worldwide.htm 

	In Pursuit of Freedom & Equality
	All Grades/Social Studies
	This site is a resource for information and source material about Brown v. Board of Education.
	http://www.brownvboard.org/ 

	Patchwork of African American Life
	All Grades/All Subjects
	This is a web portal that links six sites were created as models to suggest ways to integrate the Internet and videoconferencing into classroom learning.
	http://www.kn.sbc.com/wired/BHM/AfroAm.html 

	We Shall Overcome: Historic Places of the Civil Rights Movement
	All Grades/Social Studies 
	This National Register of Historic Places Travel Itinerary tells the story of how and where the centuries-long struggle of African Americans to achieve the bright promise of America culminated in the mid-20th century.
	http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/travel/civilrights

	Black Scientists & Inventors at InfoPlease
	All Grades/Science
	This site provides short biographies of many African American scientists and inventors. 
	http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhmscientists1.html 

	African American Scientists Biography
	All Grades/Science 
	This is a web portal with links to many sites with information on scientists.
	http://www.calacademy.org/research/library/naturalist_center/biblio/Africansci-update.htm 

	Modern History of Blacks in Mathematics
	All Grades/Science
	This site provides information on great African and African American mathematicians in the modern era. 
	http://www.math.buffalo.edu/mad/madhist.html 


 * Indicates site contains lessons

	Fiction and Non-Fiction Books

African American History Month

	Title
	Author
	Grade Level

Type
	Description

	There are many books, fiction and non-fiction that celebrate African American  contributions and culture. 

This list is just a small list of suggestions.

	 Have Heard of a Land
	Joyce Carol Thomas
	Elementary

Fiction
	In the late 1880s, signs went up all around America - land was free in the Oklahoma territory. And it was free to everyone: Whites, Blacks, men and women alike.

	Freedom on the Menu: The Greensboro Sit-ins
	Carole B. Weatherford
	Elementary 
Fiction
	After four courageous black teens sat down at a lunch counter in the segregated South of 1960, the reverberations were felt both far beyond and close to home. 

	Marked by Fire
	Joyce Carol Thomas
	Middle

Fiction
	In this unforgettable novel that spans 20 years, Abyssinia grows up in a tightly knit African American community in Oklahoma, and comes of age with determination.

	Wind Flyers
	Angela Johnson
	Elementary 
Fiction
	This is the story of a young boy inspired by his great-great uncle, who was a member of the Tuskegee Airmen, an elite squadron of black pilots during World War II.

	Stolen Man: The Story of the Armistad Rebellion
	Barry Louis Polisar
	Elementary

Fiction
	A personal face is given to the remarkable true tale of Sengbe Pieh, the African man captured by slavers who led the Amistad slave rebellion at sea.

	Kid's Guide to African American History
	Nancy I. Sanders
	Elementary

Non-Fiction
	This book includes more than 70 hands-on activities, songs, and games that teach kids about the people, experiences, and events that shaped African American history.

	George Washington Carver: The Peanut Wizard
	Laura Driscoll
	Elementary

Biography
	This book’s format is of a fictional student's report on George Washington Carver, who became an expert on peanuts and other plants and taught others at the famous college for African Americans, Tuskeegee Institute.

	Patchwork Quilt
	Valerie Flournoy
	Elementary

Fiction
	Using scraps cut from the family's old clothing, Tanya helps her grandmother and mother make a beautiful quilt that tells the story of her family's life.

	Real McCoy: The Life of an African-American Inventor
	Wendy Towle
	Elementary

Non-Fiction
	The story of the Canadian-born black American who studied engineering in Scotland and patented over fifty inventions despite the obstacles he faced because of his race.

	If You Lived at the Time of Martin Luther King
	Ellen Levine
	Elementary

Fiction
	This book focuses on the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s with an engaging question-and-answer format help children learn what it was like to participate in the Montgomery Bus Boycott, stage a sit-in at a lunch counter, join the famous March on Washington, and more.

	African American Inventors
	Jetty St. John
	Elementary

Non-Fiction
	This book contains brief biographies of five African American inventors.

	My Brother Martin: A Sister Remembers
	Christine King Farris
	Elementary

Non-Fiction
	Christine King Farris, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s sister, has a moving look at the boyhood of a civil rights leader often portrayed as larger than life.

	If You Traveled on the Underground Railroad
	Ellen Levine
	Elementary

Non-Fiction
	In a question-and-answer format, the reader is introduced to what the underground railroad was and how it was used between 1830 and 1860 to help slaves in America escape to the North. 

	Wagon Wheels
	Barbara Brenner
	Elementary 

Fiction
	Shortly after the Civil War a black family travels to Kansas to take advantage of the free land offered through the Homestead Act.

	Barefoot: Escape on the Underground Railroad
	Pamela Duncan Edwards
	Elementary 

Fiction
	In the forest the animals help a group of runaway slaves escape their pursuers. 

	Follow the Drinking Gourd
	Jeannette Walker
	Elementary

Fiction
	By following the directions in a song, "The Drinking Gourd," taught them by an old sailor named Peg Leg Joe, runaway slaves journey north along the Underground Railroad to freedom in Canada.

	Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt
	Deborah Hopkinson
	Elementary

Fiction
	This is the story of a young slave stitches a quilt with a map pattern which guides her to freedom in the North.

	Under the Quilt of Night
	Deborah Hopkinson
	Elementary

Fiction
	This sequel to Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt is the story of a young girl who leads her family to freedom. 

	Freedom River
	Doreen Rappaport
	Elementary 

Non-Fiction
	Describes an incident in the life of John Parker, an ex-slave who became a successful businessman in Ripley, Ohio, and who repeatedly risked his life to help other slaves escape to freedom.

	The Other Side
	Jacqueline Woodson
	Elementary 

Fiction
	Two girls, one white and one black, gradually get to know each other over the fence that divides their homes during the turbulent 60s. 

	American Slave, American Hero: York of the Lewis and Clark Expedition
	Laurence Pringle
	Elementary
Non-Fiction
	This is a new book for students that was published in the fall of 2006 telling the full story of York, the slave that was on the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

	Children of the Civil Rights Era
	Catherine A. Welch
	Elementary

Non-Fiction
	This book tell the courageous involvement of many young people who marched, protested, were arrested, and risked their lives to end racial discrimination in the South during the 1950s and 1960s.

	Linda Brown, You Are Not Alone: The Brown v. Board of Education Decision
	Joyce Carol Thomas
	Upper Elementary/ Middle

Fiction
	Commemorating the 50th anniversary of the 1954 Supreme Court decision that desegregated public schools, this collection of personal reflections, stories, and poems from ten of today's top children's authors celebrates the hard-earned promise of equality in education.

	Abby Takes a Stand
	Pat C. McKissack
	Upper Elementary/ Middle

Fiction
	Ten-year-old Abby describes what life was like for blacks living in Nashville in 1960.

	Catching the Fire: Philip Simmons, Blacksmith
	Mary E. Lyons
	Upper Elementary/ Middle

Non-Fiction
	This book tells the story of an African American artist who has achieved fame and admiration for his ornamental wrought-iron gates.

	Let It Shine: Stories of Black Women Freedom Fighters
	Andrea Davis Pinckney
	Middle

Non-Fiction
	All ten women featured in this book worked hard to battle the evils of racism and knock down any and all obstacles.

	The Underground Railroad
	Raymond Bial
	Middle

Non-Fiction
	The book presents the routes, lives, and hardships of runaway slaves on their way to freedom on the Underground Railroad before the Civil War.

	Juneteenth: Freedom Day
	Muriel Miller Branch
	Middle/High

Non-Fiction
	This book discusses the origin and present-day celebration of Juneteenth, a holiday marking the day Texan slaves realized they were free.

	The Emancipation Proclamation
	Charles W. Carey
	Middle/High

Non-Fiction
	This book discusses the reasons for Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation and its impact on the institution of slavery and on the course of the Civil War. 

	Abolitionists: A Force for Change
	Sarah DeCapua
	Middle/High

Non-Fiction
	The accomplishments of American abolitionists from the seventeenth through the nineteenth centuries as they struggled to end slavery are discussed.

	The Heart Calls Home
	Joyce Hansen
	Middle/High

Fiction
	It's the spring of 1866 in South Carolina and Obi spends his leave time from the Union Army searching for the only family he's ever known -- Easter, the young woman he loves.

	I Thought My Soul Would Rise and Fly: The Diary of Patsy, a Freed Girl, Mars Bluff, South Carolina, 1865
	Joyce Hansen
	Middle/High

Fiction
	This book presents the inspiring story of Patsy, a freed girl who becomes a great teacher.

	Which Way Freedom
	Joyce Hansen
	Middle/High

Fiction
	Obi escapes from slavery during the Civil War, joins a black Union regiment and soon becomes involved in the bloody fighting at Fort Pillow, Tennessee.

	The Captive
	Joyce Hansen
	Middle/High

Fiction
	Modeled after an actual slave narrative, this moving first-person tale follows 12-year-old Kofi from his kidnapping in West Africa to his cruel enslavement in Massachusetts and his subsequent freedom and career as a sailor

	Freedom Roads
	Joyce Hansen
	Middle/High

Fiction
	The Underground Railroad was meant to be a set of secret pathways, but its traces have been obscured by time.

	The Family: A Novel
	California Cooper
	Middle/High

Fiction
	Set in the years just before and after the Civil War, tells the story of four generations of a black family whose emotional center is always, a willful and gentle young woman born into slavery.

	Visiting Langston
	Willie Perdomo
	Elementary

Fiction
	It's a special day when a little girl and her father go to visit the house where the great poet Langston Hughes lived--especially when the little girl is a poet herself.

	The Watsons Go to Birmingham 
	Christopher Paul Curtis
	Middle/High

Fiction
	The Watsons, an African-American family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama.

	Lest We Forget: Freedom's Children We Shall Not Be Moved
	Velma Maia Thomas
	High
Non-Fiction
	This trilogy traces the historical journey from Africa to slavery to freedom to the struggle for equality in the present-day.

	1001 Things Everyone Should Know About African-American History
	Jeffrey Stewart
	High
Non-Fiction
	This is a trivia book that will allow you to quiz each other after African American historical facts.

	Numbering All the Bones
	Ann Rinaldi
	Middle/High

Fiction
	The Civil War is coming to an end, but for 13-year-old Kentucky plantation house slave Eulinda, it is a very difficult time.

	Sound the Jubilee
	Sandra Forrester
	Middle/High

Fiction
	A slave and her family find refuge on Roanoke Island, North Carolina, during the Civil War.

	A Summer of Kings
	Han Nolan
	Middle/High

Fiction
	King-Roy Johnson shows up on Esther's doorstep that summer, an angry young man who feels betrayed by the nonviolent teachings of Martin Luther King Jr. Sent north by his mother to escape a lynch mob, he meets a follower of Malcolm X's who uses radical teachings about black revolution to fuel King-Roy's anger and frustration.

	The House of Dies Drear
	Virginia Hamilton
	Middle

Fiction
	An African American family moves into an enormous house once used to hide runaway slaves. Mysterious sounds and events as well as the discovery of secret passageways make the family believe they are in grave danger.

	This is only a small sampling of books that are available to you through your media center and numerous other outlets. Check with your local media specialist and ask her/him to create a bibliography of the books available in your media center for use this month. Invite local African American leaders in to read to your students.




	Suggested Reading Lists Online

African American History Month

	Site 
	Grade Levels
	Web Address

	Florida Department of Education Suggestions
	All Grades
	http://www.justreadflorida.com/BHM.asp 

	Grosse Point Public School System
	K-5/All Subjects
	http://www.gp.k12.mi.us/ci/ce/multi/bhmes.htm 

	Messa Library 
	All Grades/Biographies
	http://www.mesalibrary.org/read_next/blackhistorybios.htm 

	Hunter College Elementary School
	K-5
	http://hces.hunter.cuny.edu/library/blackhistory.html 

	NEA Reading List
	All Grades
	http://www.veaweteach.org/instruction_read_detail.asp?ContentID=1068 

	Parents’ Choice Reading List
	All Grades
	http://www.parents-choice.org/full_abstract.cfm?art_id=183&the_page=reading_list 

	IRA Picture Books Reading List
	K-8
	http://www.reading.org/publications/reading_today/samples/RTY-0402-burke.html 




	Suggested 

Activities

	African American History Month

Suggested by James Bryan

	Social Studies Classes

· Write an essay on one of famous African Americans of history. 

· Create a wall or bulletin board of pictures and articles of African Americans throughout history. A good social studies focus is to make sure that this bulletin board is in chronological/timeline order. 

· Invite local African American leaders into the classroom to discuss the advances made by African Americans in the local community in the twentieth century. 

· Read the Emancipation Proclamation, discuss it, and have students write an essay discussing how African Americans in 1863 might have felt about this document.

· Use sites on the Internet to create a PowerPoint on the history of the Civil Rights struggle in South Carolina.

· Use the African American Historical Documents CD-ROM provided by the State Department of Education to look at historical documents and write interpretations of these documents. 

· Use the historical photographs of African Americans at Knowitall.Org, www.knowitall.org, to create a bulletin board, a timeline, a PowerPoint, or as inspiration for a writing activity. These pictures are under The South Carolina Slide Collection and the Caroliniana Collection. 
· Interview African Americans who were alive in the 50s and 60s, and even earlier, about their experiences in South Carolina during segregation and during the Civil Rights struggle of the 60s. Use this information to create a web site or a book of the experiences in your local area. 

· Use the African American Historical Places in South Carolina document to plan field experiences for your students, http://www.myscschools.com/Offices/CSO/African_American_History/afamhist.htm. 

· Take the lead in developing an interdisciplinary unit for all of the teachers at your school to use during African American history month. 

· Take the lead to make sure that famous quotes of African Americans are displayed throughout the school and are read during morning or afternoon announcements during the month.

	Science Classes

· Create a biographical wall of famous African American scientists and their inventions.

· Write a report on one of the famous African American scientists, inventors, or doctors. They can then create a “book jacket” for a fictitious book about the person using the front and back flaps for the report. 

· Recreate some of the famous inventions or discovers of African American scientists in the classroom. 

	Math Classes

· Create a biographical wall of famous African American mathematicians and their contributions.

	Technology Classes

· Use video cameras and digital cameras to capture interviews with local African Americans who experienced the 1960s Civil Rights Era.
· Create a PowerPoint or a web site to share this information with other schools.

	English Language Arts Classes

· Read the Emancipation Proclamation, discuss it, and have students write an essay discussing how African Americans in 1863 might have felt about this document.

· Read one of the numerous picture books, novels, or biographies available on the African American experience. Make sure you have lists of books available in your class. 

· Invite in local African American writers to speak to the class. This can include local reports and newscasters to show their writing styles to the students. 

· Use the African American Historical Documents CD-ROM provided by the State Department of Education to look at historical documents and write interpretations of these documents.

· Invite African Americans from all walks of life to come and read during the “free reading” or “directed reading” portion of your classroom. It is very important to have African American men to come and read to your class. 

· Interview African Americans who were alive in the 50s and 60s, and even earlier, about their experiences in South Carolina during segregation and during the Civil Rights struggle of the 60s. Use this information to create a web site or a book of the experiences in your local area. 

	Media Centers
· Use the theme for the month and create a display of African American fiction and non-fiction for your students to see. 

· Invite local African American writers, including local newspaper reporters, to come and speak with your students.

· Invite local African Americans where were involved in the Civil Rights struggles to speak with your students during the month.

· Provide daily bulletins of ETV, History Channel, A & E, etc. programs that are available to them to use during the day to use.

· Create a bulletin board of the book jackets for students to see. This could even been on a timeline for students to see the time period in which the book fall.

· Create reading lists for all of your teachers showing the books and materials that will help them in the study of African American history for this and for other months.

· Bookmark the web sites in this document for the students in your media center.


	SC ITV Programs

African American History Month

	ITV information may be found the web at http://www.myscschools.com/offices/tech/ms/itv/default.cfm. 
Since I am no longer a part of SDE, I do not have the schedule emailed to me. 

	Title & Web Links to Guides (when available)

	Independent Lens:
Parliament Funkadelic: One Nation Under a Groove 

African American Lives:
Listening to Our Past/The Promise of Freedom 

Southern Lens:
Lessons from the Lunch Counter 

African American Lives:
Listening to Our Past/The Promise of Freedom 

Independent Lens:
Negroes With Guns: Rob Williams & Black Power 

African American Lives:
Searching for Our Names/Beyond The Middle Passage

Southern Lens:
I'm Building A Bridge (Briggs V Elliott) 

Looking for A Face Like Mine 

African American Lives:
Searching for Our Names/Beyond The Middle Passage

American Experience:
Reconstruction: The Second Civil War, Part 1

Independent Lens:
July '64 

Southern Lens:
Trumpet at the Walls of Jericho 

Black History Teleconference 2006 

American Experience:
Reconstruction: The Second Civil War, Part 2 

Shared History 
Southern Lens:
Before Rosa

Shared History 


	Activities Suggested 

by Schools

	School
	Activities

	Richland District 2
	African-American Read-in by the Richland County Sheriff's Department

	
	Soul Food Luncheon

	
	African American History Door Decorating contest

	
	African American Essay contest

	As schools send ideas to me, I will add them to this section for next year.
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