Selection Criteria for Evaluating a Book                                                               Mary M. Silgals, MLIS

These criteria are meant as suggestions for evaluating a book for a reluctant reader.  They are adopted from the ALA’s Young Adult Library Association’s criteria for their annual quick pick selection for the young adult reluctant reader. Some criteria may be more important than others to your child/student or when you are helping to choose a book for them.

1.  Physical Appearance
· Cover – eye catching, plenty of action, attractive, appealing, good "blurb" to give enough information to hook the reader  (Short book talk)
· Print/font  style - sufficiently large for enjoyable reading; not too little, not too big, but just right. 
· Format - appropriate and appealing with a balance of text and white space

· Artwork/illustrations - enticing, realistic, varied in medium, yet does not stifle the imagination
2.  Style
· Clear writing that easily communicates with age appropriate length of  sentences and vocabulary

· Acceptable literary quality and presentation makes it “work”
· Simple vocabulary but not noticeably controlled (not “See Jane, See Spot”)
3.  Fiction
· High interest "hook" in first 10 pages or first chapter
· Well-defined characters that are believable and interesting
· Sufficient plot to sustain interest throughout the book
· Plot lines developed through dialog and action

· Themes with emotional appeal for teenagers

· Realistic treatment of plot, characters, action, etc.
· Presents a single point of view which a reader may question or agree with
· Appropriate humor 

4.  Informational Books/Non-Fiction
· Technical language that is defined in context or glossary (preferably in context)
· Accuracy

· Impartial objectivity with the material presentation

· Visual materials attractive (DK Books)
