Topics that Excite Kids
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· Animals: Horses, cats, dogs, hamsters, you name it; children love to read about their pets and how to take care of them.
· Author study: Does your child have a favorite author?  Use the Internet or your local library to read about them and other books that they may have written.
· Dangerous Animals: Children love to watch television shows about animals such as Discovery’s Animal Planet.  When your child watches a program, continue that fascination by finding a book on the very same animal to read.
· Disasters: Natural disasters or disasters caused by human error, it doesn't really matter who or what caused it, children love to hear about disasters. It’s the train-wreck phenomena. You can’t help but look. Books on the Titanic or the Hindenburg or such natural events as hurricane Hugo or Tsunamis are popular topics of interest, especially for older children. 
· Dinosaurs: This would have to be the number one favorite at one time for all elementary children. Many elementary students can pronounce the names of dinosaurs better than I can.  There is always a good selection of dinosaur books and other media available in most libraries. 
· Fantasy: When does the love of fantasy begin?  Children love the classics, portrayals of Tolkien and Lewis’s characters.  Often they fulfill this love by watching the movies.  Wouldn’t it be great if they would just read the book first?  There are hundreds of other great writers of fantasy in the library waiting to be discovered.
· Machines and inventions: For those children who like to take things apart, there are many books about how things work that they might want to explore.
· Movies: Use the popularity of movies to help steer you child to some great books.  Often the book is better! 
· Mythology:  D'Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths is a child’s favorite and often children who are fascinated with its stories look for more!
· Space:  Did you want to be an astronaut when you were a child?  The fascination with space spans generations and continues to do so in the 21st century.
· World records:  Favorites include the Guinness Book of World Records, 
