Worksheet for Authority Specialist

Answer the following questions:

· Who is responsible for this site?  

· Who sponsors it? Hint: If not obvious, take the url and remove all additions up to the .com address or .org address.

· What are the author’s credentials? 

· Does the author provide an e-mail address?

· Have the authors of the site cited their own sources? 

· Are the sources documented appropriately?

· What is the domain name? 

· Does it end in .com, .gov., .edu., .org., .net?  

· Is it a personal page?

· Is that a meaningful clue in evaluating the site?  (You can’t always judge a web page by its suffix. Some commercial sites provide solid information.  Some universities sites offer less-than-serious personal pages to graduate students).

· Who else links to the site?  (You can perform a link check in AltaVista or Google by entering “link:webaddress” in the search box). 

· What do other sites say about this one?

· Would you include this site in your bibliography?

